
20 Tammuz 5781 // June 30, 202170 XXXXXX 20 Tammuz 5781 // June 30, 202170 ISRAEL ROUNDUP

Tragedy: Boy Drowns 
After Going Lost on  
Class Hike

Nechemia Aharoni, 14, 
drowned in a reservoir outside 
Beit Shemesh last Thursday, 
after getting lost on a hike his 
class had taken in the JNF 
forest. 

In this section of the forest, 
near the Beit Jamal Monastery, 
there are several reservoirs. 

“This is a decree from heaven 
and we accept it,” the family 
said, adding their thanks to the 
many who had taken part in the 
search for their son. 

The school principal and 
teacher were investigated on 
suspicion of negligence and 
later released to house arrest. 

Panel Discussion 
Highlights Viability 
Of Aliyah to Out-
Of-Town Kehillos

Thanks in part to coverage by 
Hamodia, the chareidi kehillah 
of Afula’s Givat HaMoreh 
neighborhood has welcomed one 
family of olim from America, and 
another is set to leave America 
straight for Afula in the coming 
weeks. The viability of Afula as a 
destination for Anglo chareidim 
is coming to light, thanks in great 
part to the energetic work of 
former resident Yoel Berman, who 
recently held a panel discussion in 
Yerushalayim to raise awareness 
of what this town has to offer.

About 15 potential apartment 
seekers took part, along with 
another 20 or so via Zoom, and 
many others who watched the 
recording afterward.

Rabbi Berman, joined by two 
Anglo residents of the kehillah, 
spoke about life in an out-of-town 
community in Eretz Yisrael. The 
speeches and lively question-
and-answer session covered a 
range of topics, from the different 
kehillos there, the makeup of the 
general populace, the Rabbanim, 
sense of community, local 
English speakers, range of ages, 

relationship with the local Arabs, 
proximity and transportation to 
chareidi and other population 
centers, quality of life, the level of 
the local cheder and other mosdos, 
local chareidi population growth, 
kollel opportunities, the local 
job market, frum shopping, and 
medical services all the way to 
pizza shops, their hechsheirim and 
whether they deliver.

An expert on the local real estate 
market who is himself a member 
of the small but growing Litvish 

kehillah of Afula Illit discussed 
both purchase and rental options, 
various housing styles and new 
construction going on in Afula Illit.

The event was addressed via 
Zoom by Harav Nesanel Cadle, 
Rav in Yardley, Pennsylvania, and 
a talmid of the Telshe yeshivah, 
who is planning on moving with 
other members of his kehillah over 
the next few years and creating 
an American-style out-of-town 
kehillah in the area, together with 
all the relevant mosdos.

“For English speakers seeking 
affordable housing and a relaxed 
out-of-town community, but with 
all the amenities a vibrant and 
growing frum community can offer, 
the information presented tonight 
was eye-opening and invaluable,” 
said one participant.

The event was organized by 
Yoel Berman of Avira D’Eretz 
Yisroel, with assistance from 
Naava Kodesh, an organization 
promoting American chareidi 
aliyah.

Yahrtzeit of Rav Yitzchak Gavra to Be Marked at Moshav Agur

People are expected to come 
in great numbers to Moshav 
Agur, near Beit Shemesh, to 
daven at the tziyun of the 
mekubal Harav Yitzchak 
Gavra, zt”l, on his yahrtzeit 
this Thursday, 21 Tammuz. 
This tziyun has become known 
in recent years as a makom 
tefillah for yeshuos, particularly 
concerning zivugim — many 
stories of which were collected 
into a booklet called Gevuras 
Yitzchak, by Rav Yisrael Gavra 
of Yerushalayim. 

Born in 1865 in Aswad, a 
village northwest of Yemen’s 
capital city of Sanaa, Rav 
Yitzchak Gavra’s family had 
served as the village’s Rabbanim 
for over 10 generations. After his 
brother passed away in 1942, the 
yoke of rabbanus fell upon him. 

In 1949, Rav Yitzchak Gavra 
came as an elderly Rav with his 
kehillah to Eretz Yisrael. They 
settled in the deserted Arab 
village of Ajur, which today is 
Moshav Agur. Conditions were 
harsh, and the kehillah found 
itself facing challenges to which 
they were unaccustomed, both 
in ruchniyus and gashmius. 
Rav Yitzchak, together with his 
sons Rav David (later the Rav 
of Yavne) and Rav Yechiyeh, 
strengthened their emunah and 
bitachon and did all they could 
to help. One of Rav Gavra’s 
first undertakings was the 
construction of a mikveh for 
the yishuv, which had all the 
halachic hiddurim.

There are many stories told 
about Rav Gavra’s power as a 
po’el yeshuos. 

Some members of Moshav 
Agur still recall that on 21 
Tammuz 5710/1950, Rav 
Yitzchak Gavra, sensing that 
his end was near, gathered his 
family and instructed them to 
bury him on the hill opposite 
his small, cabin-like house. He 
said explicitly that he would 
die on Erev Shabbos, and that 
it would rain at his burial. 
Therefore, they should be 
careful to complete the burial 
before Shabbos. He told his 
wife that she would die 90 days 
after his passing. Everything he 
said came about. It rained at his 
burial, despite its being in the 
month of Tammuz (when rain is 
extremely rare in Eretz Yisrael), 
and 90 days later, his wife 
passed away and was buried at 
his side.

AFULA

BEIT SHEMESH

MOSHAV AGUR

Rabbi Yoel Berman of the Avira D’Eretz 
Yisroel project (C) and Rabbi Baruch 
Harris, 15-year resident of Afula Illit, local 
marbitz Torah and expert mohel (R), 
addressing the participants in-house and 
on Zoom.


